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FEATURE ARTICLE:  Tree Planting Efforts in 
the Willamette River Basin 
 
On October 25, 2019 the Arbor Day Foundation  
https://www.arborday.org/ and its partners 
launch an initiative called #TeamTrees.  Their 
goal was to raise $20 million for tree planting by 
January 1, 2020.  Now the Arbor Day Foundation’s 
planting efforts are in full swing, as their goal is 
to plant all trees funded through these efforts by 
December 2022. 

 
One of the 
projects 
included in 
these 
efforts is 
the 
Willamette 
River 
Basin.  (150 
miles long) 
 
Including 
the City of 
Portland 
and the 
187-mile 

long Willamette River in northwestern Oregon, 
the river is home to aquatic wildlife including 
Chinook salmon, steelhead, and lamprey.  The 

area also provides habitat for a wide range of 
plants and animals and supports agriculture and 
recreational businesses and activities. 

The Willamette River Basin suffers from a 
history of poor practices and land use changes. 
Approximately 1,200 miles of streams in this 
watershed are listed as impaired due to excess 
nutrients, toxic substances, sediment, and 
elevated water temperature and are no longer 
able to support healthy salmon and trout 
populations.   
 
In early 2020, 100,000 trees were planted by the 
Arbor Day Foundation to help reestablish 
riparian forests to ensure clean drinking water, 
improve water quality and habitat for aquatic 
wildlife, and provide critical habitat for the vast 
array of birds and other wildlife that rely on this 
area for life. 
 
With each project, tree planting is helping to 
ensure the renewal of health to the Willamette 
River Basin and to our environment. 
_______________________________ 
Willamette River Lamprey  

 
For hundreds of 
years, lamprey 
were a plentiful, 
culturally 
significant 
species for 
tribes from 

southern California to Alaska.  Often called eels, 
lamprey are fish, although they have no jaws or 
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fins.  They are the oldest fish alive today, dating 
back around 450,000 years.  Lamprey hatch from 
eggs as larvae, called ammocoetes.  For the next 
three to seven years, they live burrowed in the 

mud in 
river and 
stream 
bottoms, 
filter 
feeding. 
Then, after 
this period 
of time, 

they develop eyes and a mouth, becoming 
juveniles, or macrophthalmia.  The next winter 
they migrate to the ocean, becoming adults. 
There, they are parasitic to larger fish, attaching 
their sucker mouths to salmon, flatfish, rockfish 
and pollock, for example.  
 
They live in the ocean for three to five years, 
then head back to the Willamette to spawn, not 
necessarily where they were born.  Unlike 
salmon, they wait a year to spawn, without 
eating.  

Lamprey Harvesting at Willamette Falls 
 
Over the past century these fish have been 
nearly wiped out by dams, dredging and 
declining water quality in the river.  And, until 
recently, they were considered a nuisance and a 
trash fish. Now, Willamette Falls is one of the 
last remaining locations where lamprey can be 
easily caught, attracting tribes from all over the 
state for the annual harvest. 

NOTE:  Two lamprey have been released into the 
Umatilla River after spending months at the High 
Desert Museum in Central Oregon. 
 
https://highdesertmuseum.org/ 

The fish were 
housed at the 
museum in 
partnership with 
the Confederated 
Tribes of the 
Umatilla Indian 
Reservation, 
which is trying 

to prevent the lamprey from becoming an 
endangered species. Pacific lampreys were 
historically abundant in the Upper Deschutes 
watershed, but their numbers have declined 
because of dams. 
 

Through the work of the tribes and the State of 
Oregon, more lamprey have made it upstream 
this year.  The tribes collect lampreys at 
Willamette Falls and Bonneville Dam, and drive 
them to rivers and streams in Eastern Oregon. 
___________________________ 

 
Tribes dried or roasted lamprey; 
the oil of the fish was used as a 
medicine and was also used as 
hair grease. 
 
Lamprey also played a role in the 
ecology of the rivers. As the fish 
died and decayed they 
contributed to the nutrients in 
the land and water. 
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Map of Tribal Areas 

___________________________ 
HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW? 

 
Weeping Willow 
(Salix babylonica) 
 
The leaves of the weeping willow are 

3-6 inches long and about ¾” in width.  They are 
slightly spear shaped and finely toothed on the 
margins.  The leaves hang like narrow pennants 
on thin twigs.  The leaves turn yellow in the fall 
and can remain so throughout the winter. 
 
Weeping Willows are native to China but are 
planted throughout the world in temperate 
zones.  Their brittle branches make it 
undesirable next to play areas or patios, but its 
rapid growth of 3’ per year makes them a good 
choice where space is available and a mature 
tree is wanted quickly. 

 
The flowers and seeds are 
composed of inconspicuous 
male and female flowers and 
are produced on separate 
trees.  Once pollinated, the 
fruit is a small brown pod 
containing a large number of 
tiny seeds with silky down. 

 
The willow 
bark is rough 
and brown on 
the trunk and 
larger limbs. 
The leaf 
bearing twigs 
are noticeably 
yellow in 
spring, 

becoming a shiny olive green or reddish brown 
in summer. 
Mature height is 40-50 feet with a spread about 
the same as the height.  The crown is rounded or 
mound-like on a short, very thick trunk that 
often forks into multiple trunks near the ground. 
The tree’s limber and gracefully drooping 
branches give it a distinctive appearance. 
 
Willows are not particularly attractive to wildlife 
and birds, but these trees are a haven for 
butterflies and other insects.  Its early blossoms 
attract bees. 
 
When planting, avoid shallow soils, but 
otherwise these trees can be planted in a wide 
variety of soil types, including boggy sites that 
may prevent other species from being planted. 
Suitable for hardiness zones 5 to 8. 

 
Weeping Willow, 
A 1918 oil 
painting by 
Claude Monet 
which depicts a 
weeping willow 
tree growing at 
the edge of his 
water garden 
pond in Giverny, 
France. 
 
Claude Oscar 
Monet, Born, 
November 14, 
1840 at Rue 
Laffitte, France 

and died December 5, 1926 at Giverny.  Monet died of lung 
cancer. 
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Monet Quote:  “Everyone discusses my art and pretends to 
understand, as if it were necessary to understand, when it 
is simply necessary to love.”  Claude Oscar Monet 
_________________________________ 
 
STATE OF OREGON 
 
Water Resources Department 
725 Summer Street NE 
Suite A 
Salem, OR 97301 
 
Tom Byler, Director 
(503) 986-0900 
www.oregon.gov/OWRD/Pages/index.aspx 
 
The foundation of Oregon’s water quantity laws 
go back to the settlement of the West; however, 
establishment of a comprehensive set of water 
laws and office to oversee the state’s water 
resources did not occur until the office State 
Engineer was created in 1905 and the Water 
Code was passed in 1909.  The Water Code 
required that, with some exceptions, in order to 
use water in the state, an individual had to first 
obtain a water right.  
 
The department protects existing water rights, 
processes water right transactions, facilitates 
voluntary streamflow restoration, increases 
understanding of demands of the state’s water 
resources, provides accurate and accessible 
water resource data, and facilitates water supply 

solutions. The department also protects public 
health and safety through its dam safety and well 
construction programs. 
_______________________________ 

 
Think About Joining a 
Community Emergency 
Response Team (CERT) 
 
CERT programs will educate you 
about the hazards in your area 
and will train you in basic 
disaster response skills. Contact 

your local American Red Cross Office to find out about CERT 
teams in your area or go to: 
 
https://www.redcross.org/take-a-class 
https://www.ready.gov 
_________________________________ 

 
Portland Bureau of Transportation (PBOT) - 

“Safe Streets Initiative” 
 
In a May 28, 2020 press release, PBOT 
announced a new program called the Safe 
Streets Initiative.  This program makes it simple 
for businesses to apply to use space on sidewalks 
and streets designed to make physical distancing 
easier for customers and staff to plan for and 
implement social distancing needs.   
 
Through the program, businesses can apply to 
designate space on sidewalks and streets for 
commercial uses such as dining, retail, portable 
hygiene stations, and merchandise displays. In 
areas of high demand for space, the program will 
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allow entire streets to be closed to recreate 
temporary plazas.  Commercial businesses along 
Gladstone Street in the CKNA neighborhood are 
discussing this plan for possible implementation 
in this area.  A few design examples: 

 
 

 
 
This program is scheduled to begin 
immediately and be completed in October 2020. 
 
An application to participate in this program 
can be found here: 
 
https://beta.portland.gov/transportation/just
ice/news/2020/5/22/pbot-covid-19-frontline
-communities-partnership 
___________________________ 

 
Portland Water Bureau - 
The Willamette Crossing 
Project in Progress 
 
 

The water pipes that carry water from the east 
side of the Willamette River are more than fifty 
(50) years old and according to the water bureau, 
will probably not survive a major earthquake. 
This could leave Portland’s Central City without 
reliable water for six (6) months or more. 
 
The Willamette River Crossing Project is 
designed to deliver water to the west side of the 
river, including after an earthquake event.  PWB 
has worked for the past several decades to 
increase the number of water supply facilities 
that can withstand earthquakes, including 
reservoirs at Kelly Butte and Powell Butte, both 
east of the river and the future reservoir at 
Washington Park on the west side.   
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The following images illustrate the location of 
the project: 
 

 
Willamette River Crossing Construction Locations shown 
in dark orange  

↑Blue Line, the pipe located under the Willamette 

River 
 
The pipe will be installed by way of a 
microtunnel using a small tunnel boring 
machine. The machine will dig a hole 9’ in 
diameter.  
 
Visit this site to see the Seattle, Washington project that 
used microtunneling: 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alaskan_Way_V
iaduct_replacement_tunnel 
 
The construction team will install the pipe 
between SE Water Avenue and 7th Avenue so 
that a 1,900’ long section of pipe can be inserted 
underground instead of using a piping trench 
that would have disrupted neighborhood traffic 
and businesses throughout the construction 
process. _________________________ 

FOURTH OF JULY 
This 4th of July, the United States will celebrate 
244 years as a nation.  On July 4, 1776, the 13 
original colonies claimed their independence 
from England (King George III), an event that led 
to the formation of the United States.   

Population Density in the 13 Colonies - 1776 
 
In 1776, there were 2.5 million estimated to be 
living in the colonies, remembering that the first 
census was not taken until 1790.  There were 40 
inhabitants per square mile considering that the 
Boston-Washington Corridor supported 930 
inhabitants per square mile.  At the time, there 
were 91 inhabitants nationwide (including Alaska) 
throughout the country.  
 
At this time, Philadelphia was the largest city 
with a population of 28,552 inhabitants.  By 1790 
New York City had become the largest city with 
a population of 33,131 inhabitants. 
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This year, in 2020, another census is being taken; 
however, it is estimated that in 2017 the USA 
population was 325 million. (A 130X increase over 
241 years) 
_______________________________ 
KING GEORGE III, UNITED KINGDOM 

 
King George the III of the United 
Kingdom: 
 
Born:  June 4, 1738 
Died:  January 29, 1820 
 
Founder of Dartmouth College 
 
 
 
 
Queen Charlotte of 
Mecklenburg-Strelitz, Wife of 
George III 
 
Mother of 15 Children 
 
(Note:  Queen Elizabeth is the 
great, great, great, great 
granddaughter of George III) 
 
By 1776 all of Britain was in 
the early stages of the 

“Population Revolution” during which the English 
population almost tripled from 5.9 million 
inhabitants in 1750 to 16.8 inhabitants in 1851. 
It is estimated that the 1776 population was 7.5 
million.   
 
Two King George III quotes related to the 
American Revolution: 
 
“I can never suppose this country so far lost to all 
ideas of self-importance as to be willing to grant 
America independence; if that could ever be 
adopted I shall despair of this country being ever 
preserved from a state of inferiority and 
consequently falling into a very low class among 
the European States.”   
 
“A traitor is everyone who does not agree with 
me.”  George the III, United Kingdom 
________________________________ 

Happy 4th of July, Portland! 
 
https://www.pdxpipeline.com/portland-july-4
th-fireworks/ 
 
This site includes a list of places to watch the 
fireworks from bridges and other locations. 
___________________________ 
 
VISIT LOCAL PARKS! 

 
Kenilworth Park 
SE 34th Avenue 
and Holgate 
Street 
97202 
 
 
 

Aerial View of Kenilworth Park 
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Kenilworth Park includes accessible picnic areas 
and tables, play area, paved paths, playground, 
softball field, tennis backboard, tennis court, and 
volleyball court.  Park Hours:  5:00 am to 
Midnight 
 
City of Portland Bureau of Parks and Recreation 
documents that land occupied by Kenilworth 
Park and most of the Kenilworth neighborhood 
was part of the land claim owned by Clinton 
Kelly, a Methodist minister from Kentucky who 
settled in the area in 1848.  In 1909 the Portland 
Park Board purchased 9 acres from Kelly with 
funds from a 1908 bond measure created 
specifically to acquire land for parks in Portland. 
 
In 1910, Park Superintendent Emanuel Mische 
created a design for the park.  The design 
included a bandstand, tennis courts, sports field, 
wading pool and play area, sand courts, 
walkways, and vista points.  A pavilion was added 
in 1912, designed by Ellis Lawrence in the 20th 
Century Classic style. The design includes cubist 
form and decorative brickwork arches. 
Originally, the arches were open and provided 
views of the city; in 1983, to discourage 
vandalism, metal doors were added to close off 
the pavilion when not in  use. 

 
Creston Park 
4454 SE Powell 
Boulevard 
9706 
 
Creston Park 
includes an 
accessible picnic 

area, restroom, dog off-leash area, unfenced 
horseshoe pit, paved paths, picnic area with 
reservable picnic tables, playground, softball 
field, and tennis court. 
 
City of Portland Parks and Recreation 
information documents that this park was 
included in one of the new wave neighborhood 
parks during the City Beautification movements 
in 1919.  The natatorium (swim facility) was 

constructed in 1925 along with two brick comfort 
stations.  By 1926, tennis courts, horseshoe pits, 
and a ball field were added. 

Aerial View of Creston Park 
 
https://www.portlandoregon.gov/parks/articl
e/756348 
_________________________________ 

 
Ellis Lawrence:  born November 13, 
1879; died, February 27, 1946 
 
Ellis Lawrence was the co-founder and 
first dean of the University of Oregon 
School of Architecture and Applied 
Arts.  He served as campus architect 
and designed such structures as the 
Knight Library and Jordan Schnitzer 

Museum of Art.  
 
He also design the Mahonia House, named for the State 
Flower of Oregon (Mahonia aquifolium (Oregon Grape)) 
Now serving as the Governor's Mansion in Salem, Or. 

 
East Entrance, Knight Library in 
Eugene, OR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mahonia House 
Salem, OR 
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CELEBRATE GLADSTONE STREET & CESAR 
CHAVEZ AVENUE (39th) RETAIL 
ESTABLISHMENTS: 

 
Gladstone St. Pizza  
3813 SE Gladstone Street 97202 
Gladstonepizza.com 
 
 
 
 
Hapa PDX Ramen & Whiskey 
3848 SE Gladstone Street 97202 
 
 
 
Cafe Zamora 
3713 SE Gladstone Street 97202 
Open at 7:00 AM to 2:30 PM 
(971) 336-7398 
 
 
Gladstone Street Pub 
3737 SE Gladstone Street 97202 
(503) 775-3502 
 
 

Support Creston-Kenilworth Businesses!!!!! 
 
REAL ID OPTION, FOLLOW UP 
In the February 2020 newsletter, information 
was included that discussed details about the 
Oregon Real ID Option.  The following 
information is an update to that announcement. 
 
Beginning July 6, 2020, Oregonians will have the 
option of obtaining driver licenses or 
identification cards that are compliant with the 
federal Real ID Act.  You will be interested in 
researching this subject if you plan to travel in 
the future: 
 
https://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/DMV/Pages
/Real_ID.aspx 
 
You can request and schedule an appointment 
by accessing this site: 
 
https://www.oregon.gov/odot/dmv/pages/ap
pointments.aspx 
___________________________ 

 
Board Meetings and Events 
Rachel Davies, Chair 
ckna.chair@gmail.com 
 
Darian Davies, Treasurer 
daviesfamily@comcast.net 
 
Grace Emanuel, Secretary  
ckna.chair@gmail.com 
 
Elizabeth Durham-McPherson, Outreach and 
Communications 
ckna.outreach@gmail.com 
 
Members At Large: 
Charles Brody  - SE Uplift Representative   
Carol Gossett - Land Use and Transportation and 
Newsletter 
 

Active Committees 
Land Use and Transportation Committee: 
Joe Hovey, Chair   
ckna.landchair@gmail.com 
   
Community Preparedness and Resilience: 
John Legler   
john.legler@gmail.com 

   
Land Use and Transportation Committee 
Sub-Committees:   

 
1. Inner Powell Alliance (IPA) -  planning and 

implementation visioning along SE Powell 
Boulevard for thoughtful, market driven 
development along the corridor 

 
  2.   Diesel Trucks/Brooklyn Yard Initiative to 

research, plan and take action for new 
legislation related to diesel fuels. 
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Meeting Dates and Events: 

CKNA Board Meeting 
Date:  July 27, 2020   
Time:   6:30 PM 
Meeting:  TBD 
 
Meeting updates can be found here: 
http://www.creston-kenilworth.org/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pg/CrestonKenilwor

th/events/?ref=page_internal 

 
___________________________ 
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